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a century, a key component of this leadership has been strong bipartisan 
support for trade negotiating authority, which the Congress now has an op-
portunity to upgrade and, in so doing, shape how the United States and 
our trading partners engage on trade in the 21st century. Generations of 
hardworking Americans have made our economy the greatest in the world, 
and together, we can ensure that trade safeguards our country’s promise as 
a land of opportunity where everyone can make it if they try. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23, 
2015, as World Trade Week. I encourage all Americans to visit 
www.WhiteHouse.gov/Trade and to observe this week with events, trade 
shows, and educational programs that celebrate and inform Americans 
about the benefits of trade to our Nation and the global economy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9283 of May 15, 2015 

Armed Forces Day, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

At the heart of our Nation is the idea that we are each endowed with cer-
tain unalienable rights. We hold this truth to be self-evident, but from the 
moment a small band of patriots first came together to declare independ-
ence, we have never believed it to be self-executing. From Lexington and 
Concord to Iraq and Afghanistan, brave women and men have fought to de-
fend the blessings of liberty and freedom and to protect the way of life we 
cherish. On Armed Forces Day, we salute the unbroken chain of Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen who have continuously se-
cured and renewed the promise of our Nation. 

This year, as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of the end of World War 
II, we honor the generation that triumphed over tyranny and laid a founda-
tion for peace around the world. In the face of oppression, more than 16 
million Americans left everything they knew and everyone they loved to 
fight for freedom far from home. Today, this legacy of extraordinary service 
is carried forward by patriots who protect the same liberties our parents 
and grandparents fought for. Year after year, tour after tour, the members 
of our Armed Forces serve with honor and distinction. Their sacrifice 
makes our Nation more free and more safe, and in their example, we see 
the best of America. 

As we pay tribute to today’s servicemen and women, we acknowledge the 
obligations we have to all who serve in our name. This sacred trust re-
quires that we fulfill our promise and guarantee that these patriots, and the 
families who serve alongside them, have all the resources and benefits they 
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have earned and deserve—supporting them as they carry out their missions 
and ensuring they get their shot at the American dream they helped to de-
fend. As a Nation, we are called to recognize the enormous debt of grati-
tude we owe the members of our Armed Forces, and we must never forget 
those who laid down their lives to safeguard our freedoms, or their loved 
ones who carry their legacies forward. 

Today and every day, let us celebrate the women and men who make our 
military the greatest fighting force the world has ever known. As a grateful 
Nation, let us show our appreciation by working to uphold the values they 
protect every day and by continuing to strive to build a country worthy of 
their enormous sacrifice. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, and Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the United 
States, continuing the precedent of my predecessors in office, do hereby 
proclaim the third Saturday of each May as Armed Forces Day. 

I direct the Secretary of Defense on behalf of the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
and Marine Corps, and the Secretary of Homeland Security on behalf of the 
Coast Guard, to plan for appropriate observances each year, with the Sec-
retary of Defense responsible for encouraging the participation and co-
operation of civil authorities and private citizens. 

I invite the Governors of the United States and its Territories, and appro-
priate officials of all units of government, to provide for the observance of 
Armed Forces Day within their jurisdiction each year in an appropriate 
manner designed to increase public understanding and appreciation of the 
Armed Forces of the United States. I also invite veterans, civic leaders, and 
organizations to join in the observance of Armed Forces Day. 

Finally, I call upon all Americans to display the flag of the United States 
at their homes on Armed Forces Day, and I urge citizens to learn more 
about military service by attending and participating in the local observ-
ances of the day. I also encourage Americans to volunteer at organizations 
that provide support to our troops and their families. 

Proclamation 9129 of May 16, 2014, is hereby superseded. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9284 of May 18, 2015 

50th Anniversary of Head Start 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Supporting our children in their earliest years with high-quality care and 
education is one of the best investments we can make as a Nation—and for 
50 years, Head Start has helped to lift up millions of America’s children 
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